Glossary

aerial root 
Any root produced above the growing medium. 
AM
Award of Merit. Second-highest award given by the AOS (or by the RHS AM/RHS). 
anther 
The part of the stamen containing the pollen; the end of the column. 

AOS
American Orchid society
backbulb
An old pseudobulb behind the part of a sympodial orchid that is actively growing. Although there may be no leaves the presence of undamaged "eyes" is a sign that growth is possible.
bifoliate 
Having two leaves. 
cane
An elongated psuedobulb, usually used when describing Dendrobiums. 
epiphyte, epiphytic
A plant which naturally grows upon another plant but does not derive any nourishment from it. Many of the orchids in cultivation are epiphytic.

FCC 
Highest award gvein by the AOS or the RHS
inflorescence 
The flowering portion of a plant. 
intergeneric hybrid 
A hybrid between members of two or more genera. 
keiki 
A Hawaiian word referring to a baby plant produced asexually by an orchid plant, usually used when referring to Dendrobiums or Vandaceous orchids. 
lithophyte 
An orchid that grows on rocks 

mericlone 
A plant derived from tissue culture that is identical to its parent. 
monopodial 
Orchids which grow upward from a single stem producing leaves and flowers along that stem.
NOID
Orchid with no identification or name
 
pseudobulb 
A thickened portion of the stem of many orchids functioning as a water and food storage device.
rhizome 
A root-bearing stem of sympodial orchids that progressively sends up leafy shoots. 

RHS  
Royal Horticultiural Society
scape
An unbranched inflorescence with one flower. 
sheath 
A modified leaf that encloses an emerging inflorescence or leaf. 
spike 
An unbranched inflorescence of unstalked flowers. 
sympodial
Orchids which grow laterally and produce leafy growths along a rhizome
terrestrial 
Growing on the ground and supported by soil. 

