Basic Structure of Orchid

1. Orchids are symmetrical

2. 3 Sepals – on top (dorsal), two at lower side (laterals)

3. 3 Petals – on of the is often spectacular in shape, color, size, pattern, etc. This petal is called the lib or labellum

4. Column – The stamen and pistil are fused together to form one structure. The top of the column has the male part (two to eight packets of pollen). The specific insect must carry the packets of pollen and deposit them on the receptive column. Once this is done, the orchid will produce 5 million seeds that are dust like. These are the tiniest and most numerous of all flowering plants.

